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the youthful opinion of Alexander Hamilton, who,
while totally denying the claim of parliamentary
supremacy over the British colonies, except so far as
they had conceded it, had argued that the " connect-
ing, pervading principle,77 necessary to unite a number
of individual communities under one common head,
could only be found in the person and prerogative of
the King, who was " King of America by virtue of a
compact between the colonists and the Kings of Great
Britain.'7 8 When once, however, the war had been
fought out, and the connection with the Parliament
and the King alike had been broken, the business in
hand was to supply their place. This new constitu-
tional link had now to be forged from local mate-
rials. Among these, there were none for making
an hereditary King, hardly any for manufacturing an
hereditary Second Chamber ; but yet the means of
enabling the now separated portion of the British
Empire to discharge the functions of a fully organised
State, as completely as they had been performed by
the kingdom from which it was severed, must some-
how be found on the west of the Atlantic. The
Constitution of the United States was the fruit of
signal sagacity and prescience applied to these neces-
sities. But, again, there was almost no analogy
between the new undertaking and the establishment

8 See Preface to J. C. Hamilton's edition of the Federalist^
p. 10.
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